86                     THE   STORY   OF   THE   PACIFIC

And I would also like to apply it to the people who manned these
crazy little catamarans, for even to-day they (or what little there
is left of them) stand apart from the rest of the world by reason
of their splendid physique and a bearing which gives diem an
air of quiet dignity, even in this their season of dire adversity.
Nobody knows whence they came; as they did not learn the

THE OTHER SIDE OF OAHU

art of writing, their own traditions are entirely oral, and the
human ear is not altogether a trustworthy instrument when it
comc$ to dates a#d years. But here, as far as we have been
able to reconstruct their adventures, is a guess at their earliest

Of one thing we are certain: the Polynesians are not related
to the dark-skinned and bushy-haired natives of Melanesia, nor
to those of New Guinea or Australia. They are, on the contrary,
not very lar removed from the White Man of Central Europe.
Indeed, it is possible mat we had some common ancestors hailing
from India, who were obliged to leave that teeming peninsula